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Current interest and research activity

The origin of cultivated plants: Work is centered on crops that had their origin in
the ‘Old World’ (Southwest Asia, the Mediterranean basin, temperate Europe),
particularly: wheats, barley, rye, oat, pea, lentil, chickpea, vetches, olive, grape-vine,
date-palm, fig, apple, pear, almond, plum, cherries, melon, water-melon, lettuce,
carrot and globe artichoke. The main aims are (i) More precise identification of the
wild progenitors of these cultivated plants. (ii) Clarification of their major adaptations
in the wild. (iii) Evaluation of the various genetic systems (pollination, polyploidy
etc), and their impact on domestication. (iv) Assessments of the types of
modifications these plants underwent in cultivation, and the various selection
pressures involved in evolution under domestication. In addition, an attempt is made
to combine the evidence from the living plants with archaeo-botanical information
obtained from archaeological excavations in order to seek unswers to the questions
when, where and how these crops were taken into cultivation.

Wild genetic resources of crops: Work focuses on the study of the range of
variation and the structuring of genetic variation in the wild progenitors of cultivated
plants in the Mediterranean basin and the Near East. This is in order to gain better
understanding of how to utilize these wild resources in current breeding work, and to
prepare the ground for scientifically sound in situ conservation of wild progenitors.



